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a dangerous game 


By GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI 

\TO'*' don'r shrug your shoulders, if I 
• L>l tell you that it is chess to which 1 am 
referring. You thought that it was an old 
man's game, a dry game, a difficult game — 
but dangerous? Let me tell you of an inci¬ 
dent that will show you chess can be dang 

I had been touring Cuba and was just 
resting in Havana for a couple of weeks, 
taking life easily, when 1 decided one morn¬ 
ing to visit Dr. Miguel Urrutia at his Mari 
anoa Clinic. 

Miguel had been a very good friend of 
mine for many years but lie had been too 
busy to come to Havana when I was there 
He had written me three letters inviting me 
down to his clinic to do him at least the 
favor of playing one game of chess. We 
were old rivals and that morning I felt I 
would be a good match for him. 

AS SOON as I entered the grounds with 
"*ihe well ordered pathway lined with great 
palm trees, I felt as if I had stepped into a 
different world. There seemed to be an 
extraordinary quietness about the place. 
Many patients were on the grounds, seated 
or standing, mostly apart from each other. 
One I noticed was running up and down 
holding a pail in his left hand and when he 
passed me I saw that the pail was empty. 
The patients all wore blue smocks, and some 
were followed by guardians who were dress- 

At last we reached the main building. I 
was shown into a well-furnished office on 
the ground floor. The young man who lead 
me in told me the doctor would be in im¬ 
mediately. 

Within a few minutes Miguel came rush¬ 
ing in, dressed in his hospital overall, and 
almost swept me off my feet with his usual 
embraces. 

"Chico!" he cried. "Why didn’t you let 
me know you were coming? I would have 
taken the day off and we could have had 
a good time." 

He did not give me much time to speak, 
but inquired about my health, my wife, my 
tour, my most recent book, and about my lik¬ 
ing Havana. 

A T LAST I got a question in. 

Oh, yes,'.' he replied. "You're right. This 
is a clinic to cure the weak of mind. But 


don't worry. We have everything under con¬ 
trol. By the way, let me order some coffee 
for us both." 

With this he rang a bell. A minute later 
a young man, dressed in blue, came in and 
took the order for coffee. 

if he were a patient. 

"Yes, but he is as normal as you or I 
most of the time. Several times a year he 
has a crisis and then we have to lock him 
up for several weeks. He feels it coming on 
and comes and tells me, always about two 
or three days ahead. When he is normal he 
helps serving.” 

At this point the subject of our conversa- 

While sipping the coffee, the doctor told 
me that he had a few more cases to attend 
to later but that we could start playing as 

"And I hope you arc in form," he added, 
"as I have something new up my sleeve for 

"Come, come," I smiled. "Something new? 
Then let's get started.” 

-THE TABLE was arranged with a board 

and chess men, and I pulled the black 

Miguel, who had the white pieces, started 
off with the Queen's pawn. I had a struggle 
not to lose too much territory in the open¬ 
ing. By sacrificing a pawn, I had gained 
great liberty with my minor pieces and was 
certain of either regaining my sacrificed pawn 
with a reasonably good game or getting a 
terrific attack against my opponent's king. 
At this point, an attendant came in and said 
something to the doctor. Miguel excused 
himself, saying he might be gone for half 
an hour as they were having some difficulty 
with a patient. 

This gives you a chance to think,” he 
said, "but you don't know what I'm going 
to play. I've got something now that you are 
not expecting, but I am going to keep it 
until I get back." With that he hurried out 
of the room leaving me lost in thought, try¬ 
ing to find out what his surprise move 
could be. 

I studied the position intently, and I was 
just beginning to feel satisfied that Miguel 
had only tried to bluff me to keep me busy, 
when I sensed that I was not alone in the 
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room. ] looked up from the board to see 
standing by the door, a tall man dressed in 

I_I E WAS surely over six feet tall, very 
broad shouldered, and dressed in a well 
cut blue suit and a red bow tie. His face 
made a deep impression on me. Everything 
seemed to be of extraordinary size. His nose 
was not long but seemed to spread over a 
great part of his face. His mouth seemed 
to reach right up to his cars, and they were 
lobbing over — his right ear having a 
large swollen appearance just as a prize¬ 
fighter's might. The eye brows were thick 
and his eyes staring straight at me seemed 
very blue. 

I arose from my chair. 

"Please don't get up," a deep voice told 
me. Before I had time to tell him the doc¬ 
tor would be in soon he added, 

"I have come to play chess with you," and 
coming to the other side of the table, sat 
down in the doctor's chair. 

I was a bit confused as Miguel had not 
told me he was inviting anyone else to play 

"But I - I am in the midst of a game with 
the doctor," I stammered. 

’"THE STRANGER looked up from the 
board, was quiet for just a few seconds, 
and then said very calmly, 

"But the doctor has sent me to finish the 
game for him." 

"Oh," I replied. "That's a pity, because 
he has left you in a very tight hole. Let's 
start another game." 

'No, NO,' was the excited reply. "I wish 


It might interest you, my dear Sir, that 
I was once threatened in the same way in 
Oporto, Portugal. But my opponent went a 
step too far when he deliberately took my 
queen with a low down pawn. That, my dear 
Sir, is an insult from one gentleman to the 
other. The moment that man took my queen, 
I knew I was going to kill him. The insult 
was too humiliating." 

He paused for breath and I smiled, think¬ 
ing it a splendid joke to try to scare me from 
taking advantage of his blunder, 

"After the game,” he continued, "I in¬ 
vited my opponent to accompany me for a 
row. He foolishly accepted. He never came 
back. 1 left for the States the same evening." 

I decided then I was playing with a mad¬ 
man. And whether joking or not, I had bet¬ 
ter not take his queen. Instead of that I 
took a pawn. 

U E ALMOST jumped from his chair 

"*■ Gesturing with both hands in the air. 
he shouted, 

"So you dare to take a pawn!" 

Then I was sure he was mad. 

"I have a good mind to shoot you," he 
continued in a louder voice. "Just as I did 
Petrofsky in Pinsk. That low down fellow 
had the habit of sneaking off pawns from 
my board when I was not looking, but when 
I looked at the board at a certain moment, 
I noticed that all the pawns were gone. I 
then and there shot him just like I would 
any ravenous dog. In the uproar that fol¬ 
lowed, I made my getaway, and as I had 
my plane then, I flew straight to China." His 
voice midway had become much lower. The 


"As you wish," I replied. "But I warn 
you that you're in a tight spot. It's your 

My opponent put his right hand on his 
queen, the last thing I thought he was go¬ 
ing to move, and played so that a simple 
pawn of mine could take it. I really got 
a double shock. First of all the unexpected 
move, and the extraordinary largeness of his 
hands, covered with long, dark hair. I was 

"Did Miguel tell you to make this move?" 
I asked. "Because I can take your queen 
with a pawn and there is not compensation 
for it at all." 

T_T E DREW his heavy eyebrows together. 

lifted his huge body into an uprighr 
position, and staring at me, started talking 
very rapidly in English. 


Then he took a rook of mine. He then 
leaned back and smiled at me, holding the 
captured rook in one hand and fondling it 
with the other. 


I looked at him and his well-lined teeth 
now more than at the board. If only Miguel 
would come. This joke was lasting long 
enough for my liking. I had no interest in 
the game and wanted to lose as quickly as 
possible. So I played a pawn. 


t_TE grabbed something else, holding the 
gains in his large left palm. We con¬ 
tinued playing a few more moves when I 
was on the point of taking a rook of his. 
He, noticing my intention, caught hold of 
my hand very roughly. I quickly pulled it 
away, feeling, a twinge of pain passing 
through my hand and up my arm. 
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"You better not take my rook," he whis¬ 
pered, leaning across the table. "Garcia 
Fernandez tried to do that in Mexico City 
last year. After the game we went dining 
together and 1 poisoned him with prussic 
acid. He died in great pain. It was blamed 
on the oysters he had. By the time they 
found out that was not so, I was in hiding. 
My friends bribed the officials and the case 
never came to court, so I was a free man.” 

Now 1 really wished he would win 
quickly, but I wished still more that Dr. 
Urrutia would turn up. I dared not make 
another move. I was trying to gain time 
to control my nerves when again 1 heard 
his voice. 

Don’t lose your nerve, Sir, and move. I 
am not used to long waiting. I must still 
laugh at the time I played Dinga Dinn in 
Bombay many years back. He was a snake 
charmer and we had become friends during 
one of my visits to the bazaar district. He 
had begged me for some money. I took him 


"/""aNF night he came to my apartment and 
noticing a chess board he asked me if I 
would do him the honor of playing a game 
of chess. He mentioned that he had a won¬ 
derful chess board and pieces at his home. 
I went to his place and truly his set was 
delightful to sec. We squatted on the ground. 
There was no chair in the place, not even a 
bed. The fellow slept on the ground in 
blankets. In the corner was his flute and a 
basket, in which he told me was a most 

"Well, we played, and when he noticed 
that he was lost, he started to think a very 
long time before moving, thinking that in 
that way. I would lose the game. I saw 
through his little trick, so I knocked him 
cold, broke the flute, and taking the basket 
I went to the door, loosed the catch on the 
basket and threw it quickly into the room 
as I skipped out, closing the door behind 
me. Nobody knew how it had happened, but 

1 played rather quickly now; besides I 
did not have many pieces left. When I had 
my king and two pawns left against his 
whole army, 1 decided to resign. 

"Sir, you have played magnificently,” I 
said. "7 surrender tn your greater knowledge 
of this kingly game.’" 

Again he smiled at me, but to my horror 
he shook his head. 

"You cannot do that," he said pleasantly. 


' I have to mate you before you have lost. 
That is how I play chess." 


T TNHAPPILY I continued, praying that 
U he would cither mate me or that Miguel 
would come. After about ten moves when 
he could have mated me in about twenty 
different ways in one move, he played his 
queen back to knight two. It was then that 
my heart fell into my shoes. 
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For those who cannot play chess let 
me explain just this. All black can do is 
play pawn takes queen, checkmating the 
white king. Thus instead of losing, as 1 had 
hoped, I was forced to play pawn takes 
queen — winning the game. There was 
nothing else I could do. I thought as long as 
I dared then quickly asked him, 

"Now tell me, what do you do if some¬ 
one happens to mate you?" 

Cold fury came into his eyes. He got up 
very slowly and leaning over the table, he 
said deliberately, 

"Sir, nobody has lived to mate me yet. 
Do you see these hands of mine? I could 
wring your neck in exactly five seconds, and 
by Jchova I will do so, if this miracle of 
your mating me would happen now when I 
am so many pieces up.” 

Then he sat down again and began to 

"Ha, ha. ha, ha-ha, ha, ha. There's nothing 
you have to fear. You can't mate me any¬ 
how. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha." 


T WAS now beside myself. The only thing 
left for me to do was to make a run for 
the door. Now was the moment. I could 
stand it no longer. 1 jumped up and made 
for the door with a shout, when the door 
opened and in came Miguel. I threw my 
arms about him. 

"Why, what's the matter?" spluttered 
Miguel, when he could free himself from 
my grasp. "What's all the excitement about?" 

He then saw the man who had quietly re¬ 
mained seated at the table staring down at 
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the position. A gleam of understanding 
came into the eyes of the doctor. 

"What are you doing here, Don Emilio?" 
the doctor said crisply. "Did I not tell you 
to wait in the ante-chamber until 1 came 
back to sign your papers of release?" 

I'm sorry," Miguel said, turning to me. 
"I know quite well what happened, and 
only my rush to get through my work made 
me forget that Don Emilio may have troubled 
you. He is quite normal except when he 
sees a chess board and plays at it.” 

I had sat down in an armchair near the 
door. I was speechless and was wiping my 
brow. How could I tell Miguel what I had 
gone through in the last three-quarters of 
an hour? Don Emilio, without a word or 
look for either the doctor or me, went 
quietly out of the room. 

"DUT Miguel," I managed to say, "how can 

-^you let this man loose? He threatened 
to strangle me if I beat him, and he has told 
me how he killed so many of his opponents 
in cold blood." 

Miguel made me feel very uncomfortable 
then by starting to laugh in the most hearty 

"Did you fall for what he told you? Don 
Emilio is one of the best actors the Cuban 
stage lost when he got his craze of killing 
people with his mouth. Chess always starts 
him off and especially when he secs a 
stranger. He has never traveled outside this 
country and has been coming to this insti¬ 
tution for the last twenty years for the sum¬ 
mer months. 

"He couldn't kill a fly and has one of the 
sweetest dispositions you can imagine, but 
don't let him play chess. When he leaves 
here today, a hired companion will follow 
him around to see that nobody plays him. 

"How 1 would have enjoyed watching 
your face when you played him!" And again 
he burst out laughing. 

1 felt far from in a laughing mood. 1 
got up, went to the corner and took my hat, 

"What about our game?” inquired Miguel 
anxiously. 

"Miguel,” I answered quietly. "I resign 
the game. You were right when you said 
you would have a surprise for me." 


crackpot’s corner 

By C. M. CAPPS 
Oakland 

"THE OTHER day, coming down Market 
Street in San Francisco, we met a friend 
of ours, a well-known chess enthusiast, who 
was acting rather peculiarly. He was weaving 
about the sidewalk in a queer, hesitating, but 
somehow rhythmic, motion. 

He clutched our arm as we approached. 
"I think I'm going bats!" he croaked horsely. 
"These darned squares on the sidewalk ~ 
I keep trying to jump like a knight." 

We tried to reassure him. "It's nothing 
to worry about. Been concentrating too much 
on one thing. Just forget about chess for a 
couple of days - relax, go to a show, or 
something." 

But I'm getting worried!" he persisted. 
"Lately, I'm getting a new feeling. 1 want 
to move sideways, like a rook!" 

We talked soothingly to him for a few 
minutes, then started on. We had gotten a 
half a block when it happened. A screech of 
brakes, a thud - and the screams of a 
couple of women passers-by. 

We have been to the hospital to see him, 
and he's doing very well. Happier, too. Says 
he only wants to move one square at a time, 
now. Like a pawn. 


viE UNDERSTAND that in New York 
” you can buy chess sets piecemeal. A 
friend who has just returned from there 
said quite distinctly — it does strike us as 
rather odd - that one whole block is noth¬ 
ing but pawn shops! 


C PEAKING of piecemeal, that reminds us 
of a project we have had in mind for 
some time. You know the crowd who dash 
into Mechanics' Institute in San Francisco 
on weekdays, to spend their lunch hours play¬ 
ing "patz?" They complain that they don't 
have time to eat. Well, we have just the 
thing for them, if we can find someone to 

We propose to make chess sets they can 
eat. The pawns will be peanuis, the bishops, 
say, hot dogs - and of course kings would 
be dessert; something like French pastries. 
When you capture a piece, you eat it. Play 
the game and' eat lunch at the same time! 

All gambits would probably be accepted. 
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a master amateur 


By Dr. H. J. RALSTON 
San Francisco 

For sixty years, Dr. W. R. Lovegrove of 
San Francisco has been one of our strongest 

Born October 24, 1869, he learned the 
game of chess at the age of sixteen, by 
studying the article on chess in the Encyclo¬ 
pedia Britannica. During the period 1886- 

1890 he strengthened his game by playing 
at the Mechanics’ Institute in San Francisco, 
finally becoming so strong that in one tour¬ 
nament he gave odds to all the other con- 

He was the winner of the final Pillsbury 
National Correspondence tournament. In 

1891 he won a match from Joseph Redding, 
who claimed the championship of the Pacific 
Coast, by a score of 7-1. Max Judd, who had 
been prominent in national chess circles, vis¬ 
ited San Francisco about the same time, and 
Dr. Lovegrove won six games out of seven 
from him in casual play. Showalter also visit¬ 
ed San Francisco, and although he had the 
edge over Dr. Lovegrove in casual play, lost 
no less than twelve games to him. 

In 1891 Dr. Lovegrove visited Los Angeles, 
where he met and conquered Lipschutz by a 
score of 3%-Vb. In 1912. he played Van 
Vliet in London for a shilling a game, and 
won the only game played. Vienna, 1922, 
was the site of two games with the well- 
known master Dr. Tartakower. The master 
told Dr. Lovegrove he would pay him sixty 
thousand kronen if Dr. Lovegrove won, and 
would expect to receive forty thousand kron- 

The first game lasted four hours, with Dr. 
Lovegrove the winner. Dr. Tartakower in¬ 
sisted on paying, which is highly unusual in 
play between masters and amateurs. So Dr. 
Lovegrove finally, but reluctantly, took the 
dollar. Next day they played even, and the 
master won his dollar back. He did not care 
to play Dr. Lovegrove any more, remarking 
that he couldn't make a living that way. 

Paris, 1912, found Dr. Lovegrove beating 
Taubenhaus 10-1, for, theoretically, a dollar 
a game. One day in San Francisco, in 1913, 
Dr. Lovegrove met and defeated Kostich 
4-0, again winning four imaginary dollars. 
Next day, Kostich won back some real dol¬ 
lars. 

Dr. Lovegrove's greatest achievements were 
against the world champion. Dr. Emanuel 


Lasker, and the American champion, Harry 
Pillsbury. in 1903 Dr. Lasker visited San 
Francisco on tour, and an exhibition game 
with clocks was arranged. Dr. Lovegrove 
defeated the great master, who was liberal in 
his praise of the local player. (Wc shall 
give this game in a later issue of "Chess 
Digest.") 

Dr. Lovegrove's game with Pillsbury, play¬ 
ed in 1904 in San Francisco, was also an 
individual exhibition game, played with 
clocks. Dr. Lovegrove won with a ferocious 
king-side attack. Unlike Dr. Lasker, Pills¬ 
bury was very much upset over losing. He 
could not believe that a mere amateur would 
be able to beat him. 


The present writer is not alone in holding 
the opinion that Dr. Lovegrove, in his prime, 
was the strongest amateur in the world. 

Here is the game against Pillsbury: 

White: Dr. Lovegrove Black: Pillsbury 

I. P-K4 P-K4 2. N-KB3 N-KB3 

Petroff's defence, which Pillsbury played 

frequently and with great skill. 

3. NxP P-Q.3 7. O O N-QB3 

4. N-KB3 NxP 8. P-B4 N-B3 

3. P-Q4 P-Q4 9. N-B3 0-0 

6. B-Q3 B-K2 10. N-K5? 

Played with the idea of disrupting Black's 
King-side, but has the disadvantage of giv- 
inf up a valuable center pawn, not to men¬ 
tion subsequent loss of time. 

10. . . NxP 16. KR-Kl P-KB3 

II. BxPch NxB 17. N-Q3 Q-Q2 

12. QxN PxP 18. Q-B.3 B-B5 

13. QxBP B-K3 19. BxB QxB 

14. Q-K2 B-Q3 20. N-B4 

15. B-B4 R-Kl 


Exploiting the weakening effect of Black's 
sixteenth move. 


20. . . . N-N4 22. Q-N4 

21. Q-R5 B-B2 

Position after Black's twenty-second 


Q-Q7 
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23. KR-QBl! QxNP? 

After this bit of pawn-grabbing, the game 

is hardly to be saved. 23. . . . N-K5 would 
have made matters difficult for white. 

24. P-KR4 N-R2 

Forced. 24. . . . N-K5 is met by 25. N-Q3, 

winning the exchange. After 24. . . N-K5, 

25. N/4-Q5 presents threats too numerous 

becomes irresistible. 

25. N/3-Q5 QR-Q1 

25. . . . BxN may have been a little better. 

26. QR-N1 Q-Q5 27. RxBP P-B4 

To guard the KNP. 

28. QxP BxN 29. R/lxP! 

Dr. Lovegrovc carries on the attack with 
a precision worthy of the greatest master. 
If 29. . . . BxR, White mates in 2. 

29. . . . K-Rl 31. RxQ KxR 

30. RxKNP QxR 32. NxB 

Black, faced with three connected passed 
pawns bearing down upon his unprotected 
King, has to do something quickly. So •• 

32. Resigns 

Solutions to Hastings problems: 

No. 1, by Berger: Key, K-N2, followed by 
2. K-B2, 2. Q-R2, 2. Q-B2, 2. N-N5, etc. 

No. 2, by Gold: Key, R-N2, followed by 
2. Q-R3, 2. Q-B3ch, etc. 

No. 3, by D. P.: Key, K-K7, threatening 
2. K-B8, 3. Q-K8, 4. R-B4 mate. 


off the chess(t) 

By GEORGE W. FLYNN 
Sacramento 

T HE Santa Monica Chess Club has taken 
to the air. 

Via short-was radio, they defeated the 
strong North City Chess Club of Philadel¬ 
phia. As a reward, they had their picture 
took, and Arthur Spiller, Herb Abel, George 
Steven. Ray Martin, and Bill Steckel smiled 
victoriously from the pages of the last issue 
of "Chess Review." 

But where was Herman Steiner, their most 
valuable member? Yeah, sure I know he and 
the Hollywood Chess Group arc Santa Mon¬ 
ica's bitter rivals - but that's just the point. 
"Beat Steiner!" is the Santa Monica battle 
cry. and the incentive given by Herman and 
Hollywood plus a lot of good chess has 
taken them a long way. 

How does genial Herman make people so 
mad, anyhow? Steiner and Reshevsky recent¬ 


ly got into the biggest beef in chess over in 
Yugoslavia. Reshevsky got so burned up that 
he left the U.S.A. team high and dry before 
the World Team matches were over. 

Now, we orange-eaters have to stick to- 
gether and I was all prepared to bawl out 
one Sammy Reshevsky, no less. It looks to 
me like Sammy was the bad boy and Herman 
got the blame. But, what the heck, it’s all 
over now, and besides it's the Christmas 
season "Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men." 

A SALUTE to Frank (Stonewall) Olvera 
-^and his newly organized Pittsburg, Cali- 
fornia. Chess Club. 

Pittsburg is entered in the Central Cali 
fornia Chess League and looks like a live- 
wire outfit. Their number-one player, A1 
Loera, is a pretty fair hand at pushing wood. 
His batting average at the annual North- 
South matches is .800 and, for those who 
have played in five or more matches, there 
just haint nobody done any better. Good 
luck, Pittsburg. 

Q UOTE of the Month: "Anyone who does¬ 
n't like chess probably eats crackers in 
bed." 

TTERE comes your Christmas present, court- 
- n -esy of J. B. Gee - a true Alekhine story, 
and I don't think it has ever been published. 

It seems a Hollander was walking along 
the street one day when he saw the great 
Alekhine. The Hollander, being a chessplay¬ 
er, was somewhat startled to see the champ¬ 
ion of the world strolling casually towards 

But he was even more astonished when 
Alekhine stared at him and finally stopped, 
saying, "Don't 1 know you?" 

"No . . . that is, yes, in a way, you do 
know me," replied the Dutchman, but that 
was in another city and a long time ago. 
You see, I played against you in a simul¬ 
taneous match you held twenty-two years 
ago." 

Yes, of course, that's where we met," 
agreed Alekhine. "Let me see, it was a 
Queen's Pawn Opening. 1 believe, and you 
tried a Gruenfeld Defence. I played etc., etc., 
etc.” 

And while the Hollander listened incred¬ 
ulously, Alekhine called off, move for move, 
the game which they had played twenty-two 
long years ago. 

How's that for a memory? As the Holland¬ 
er stated, "There’s class and super-class, 
that’s all." 
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six traps in french defence 


1. P-K4, P-K3; 2. P-Q4, P-Q4; 3. N-QB3, B- 
N5; 4. P-K5, P-QB4; 3. Q-N4, N-K2; 6. 
QxNP, R-N1; 7. QxRP, PxP; 8. P-QR3 (Sec 
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1.P-K4, P-K3; 2. P-Q4, P-Q4; 3. N-QB3, N- 
KB3; 4. B-KN3, B-K2; 5. P-K5, N-K5; 6. 
BxB, QxB; 7. Q-N4, 0-0; 8. B-Q3, NxN; 


Diagram) 8. . . . Q-R4!; y. R Nl, PxN; 10. 
PxB, Q-R7; and Black wins a rook. 

II 

I.P-K4, P-K3; 2. P-Q4, P-Q4; 3. N-QB3, B- 
N5; 4. P-K3, P-QB4; 3. P-QR3, PxP; 6. QxP. 
N-QB3; 7. Q-KN4, BxNch; 8. PxB (Sec 
Diagram) 8. . . . NxP?; (Q-B2 is correct) 
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9. PxN, P-QB4; 10. N-B3, P-B5?; (See Dia¬ 
gram) 11. BxPch, KxB; 12. Q-R5ch, K-Nl; 
13. N-N5 and White wins. 


I. P-K4, P-K3; 2. P-Q4, P-Q4; 3. N-QB3, 
PxP; 4. NxP, B-Q2; 5. N-KB3, B-B3; 6. B- 
Q3, N-B3; 7. NxNch, QxN?; (See Diagram) 


V. QxNP, Q-B3; 10. B-KR6! and White 
wins the exchange as after 10. . . . QxB; 11. 
QxR, or 10. . . . NxB; 11. QxQ; or 10. . . . 
K-K2; 11. B KN5! 

Ill 

I. P-K4, P-K3; 2. P-Q4, P-Q4; 3. N-QB3, 
PxP; 4. NxP, B-Q3; 5. B-Q3, N-K2; 6. B- 
KN5, O-O? (See Diagram) 7. N-B6ch!, 
PxN; 8. BxP, Q-Q2; 9. BxPch!, KxB; 10. 
Q-R3ch, K-Nl; and now White mates with 

II. Q-R8. 









PuRc !> 


C1IKSS DIGEST 


1. P-K4, P-K3; 2. P-Q4, P-Q-i; 3. N-QB3, 
N-KB3; 4. P-K5, KN-Q2; 5. N-B3, P-QB4; 
6. PxP, BxP; 7. B-KB4, N-QB3; 8. B-Q3, 
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The lineup follows: 
SAN JOSE YMCA 


Bnrbidge 
Lund berg ... 
Total . 


nv4 


PALO ALTO 


White: Motion Black: Innocenti 
Ruy Lopez: Stcinitz Defence 
. P-K4 P-K4 6. P-QN3 B-Q5 

!. N-KB3 N-QB3 7. B-N? KN-K2 

l. B-N5 P-Q3 8. K-B3 0-0 

i. P-Q4 B-Q2 9. OO PUR' 

i. PxP PxP 10. B-B4 


Q-N3; 9. 0-0, QxNP?; (See Diagram) 10. 
N-QN5, K-Ql; 11. B-Q2, P-Q3; 12. Q-K2 
anil White will win the Queen with 13. 
KR-Nl. 


san jose news 

By FRANCIS CROFUT 

The newly organized Spartan Chess Club 
of San Jose College scored a moral victory 
in taking three and a half out of the top 
five boards against the Young Men s Christ¬ 
ian Association (San Jose) team, even though 
the total score was lost 11% to 3% in a 
fifteen board club match, played November 7. 


SAT 
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laved P-R3 here 
•Qlj. 15. N-K2 

moves wins. N>B6ch lg q. b , 

16. K-Rl NxRP 19. K NI 

17. R-K1 N-N5 resigns 

Utah report 


The Utah State Open Chess Championship 
Tournament was held at the Salt Lake City 
Young Men's Christian Association in No¬ 
vember and met with great success. 

This was a six-round Swiss system event 


iripanr 


- the elev 


...3% 


The Spartans then took on the Palo Alto 
Chess Club at their clubrooms on November 
13 and were very happy to draw with the 
1950 B division champions of the Bay Area 
Chess League. 

Here is the lineup: 


ing Utah players, the four ranking Idaho 
players, and myself as the sole Nevada rep¬ 
resentative. Maurice Gedance of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, the 1950 Nevada Champion, was 
also invited but was unable to attend. Lead¬ 
ing scores were: 

Wins Loses 

William F. Taber, Reno, Nevada....5 1 

Llloyd Kimpton, Twin Falls. Id.4% 1% 

Louis N. Page. Salt Lake City.1 2 

Gaston Chappuis, Salt Lake City ...4 2 

Page placed ahead of Chappuis on Son- 
nen-Bergcr points. 

This is the second Utah Open Chess Tourn¬ 
ament. The first one was held over Armistice 
Day week end last ycar—and 1 was fortunate 
enough to win that one too. It looks like 
the Utah Open will become a permanent 
fixture; the Salt Lake City Club plans to 
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SPECIAL OFFER !!! 


to mark its Fourth Year 
of publication 

"CHESS DIGEST" 

offers a holiday premium, 
boost "Chess Digest" and win 
an outstanding premium gift, 
now! 

any $2 chess book desired* - to every 
subscriber obtaining three new 
subscriptions, or one renewal and two 
new subscriptions. 

a $6.75 Club Chess set - free to any 
subscriber obtaining ten new subscriptions, 
this chess set is French made, and 
comes in a wooden case, king 
size is three and three-quarters inches, 
the set is loaded and felted and 
finely finished. 

both offers good until Feb. 15, 1951. 


Give your chess-playing friends a Christmas gift they will 
enjoy the year round. Send them "Chess Digest ." To each 
gift subscription "Chess Digest" will add a card to identify 

the sender. *State first, second and 

third choice of book desired. 











